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Burundi 


Burundi: ‘Sources’ Claim Soldiers, Tutsi Rebels 
Kill Hundreds 


BRO705 142696 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 7 May 96 p! 


[Report by Rik De Gendt: “Hundreds of Victims in 
Revenge Action by Burundian Army") 


(FBIS Translated Text) Brussels — Hundreds of inno- 
cent civilians were killed last Friday [3 May) in the 
marketplace of Kivyuka in the Burundian province of 
Bubanza, in a joint act of revenge by soldiers and ex- 
tremist Tutsi militias. This is what DE STANDAARD 
learned from reliable sources. International relief work- 
ers Claim that 235 people had been killed during a sim- 
ilar action in Buhoro on 26 April. 


The immediate cause for Friday's action was the blow- 
ing up of power pylons Thursday night by members 
of the radical Hutu rebels of former Minister Leonard 
Nyangoma’s FDD (Forces for the Defense of Democ- 
racy). Since then the power has been down in large parts 
of the capital of Bujumbura. 


“Soldiers were ordered to shoot at random and to throw 
grenades into the crowd on Kivyuka’s overcrowded 
marketplace. One of the survivors said thousands of peo- 
ple were killed. So at least several hundreds of people 
must have been killed, mostly women and children,” a 
correspondent reported. It is said that Supreme Com- 
mander Bikomagu was personally involved in the ac- 
tion. Once again, the soldiers called in the “assistance” 
of extremist Tutsi gangs, the so-called Sans Echec. 


Yesterday morning Army spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Isale Nibizi still denied that soldiers were 
involved in an attack by the military in Buhoro on 26 
April. However, the relief workers who reported the 
news stick to their story. In the incident 136 women, 
87 children, and 12 men were killed. 


In Brussels today a plaiform of 20 organizations is 
conducting a “Burundi Action” at the Foreign Ministry. 
The initiators are calling for a political solution and for 
more support from the international community for the 
current reconciliation attempts. 


Foreign Minister Erik Derycke urged yesterday that 
a thorough investigation be instituted into the precise 
circumstances of the new tragedy. He asked the parties 
involved to |: y down their arms and to conduct serious 
negotiations. 

“Unless Burundi finds a way out soon, the entire region 
might catch fire and 20 million people might be dragged 
into an endless war,” Filip Reyntjens said during the 
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aclion’s presentation yesterday. He is professor in 
Antwerp and an Africa expert. 


Congo 


Congo: Patasse Meets Mutineers’ Delegation About 
‘Slow’ Negotiations 

AB0705224596 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 1800 GMT 7 May 96 


(FBIS Summary] “Upon their request, President Ange 
Felix Patasse today held talks with a delegation of 
mutineers of the Central African Republic (CAR) Army. 
The soldiers’ demands as well as the statement made by 
the head of state following the negotiations were at the 
center of today’s meeting at the Renaissance Palace in 
Bangui. Our correspondent Leonie Sampon reports on 
the talks: 


[Begin Sampon recording] "Reaffirming once again his 
firm commitment to dialogue as an excluding way 
in the search for solutions to problems facing CAR, 
His Excellency the president of the Republic and 
head of state granted an audience to a delegatiou of 
mutineers of the CAR Army. The audience took place 
on 6 May [as heard] at the request of the mutineers 
themselves.” On the presidential side, those who took 
part in the talks included, among others, Jean Mette- 
Yapende, minister of state in charge of national defense 
and Veterans and war victims; Michel Desire Adrien, 
director of cabinet at the Presidency of the Republic; 
Colonel Francois Godaya Ngade, director general for 
presidential security; and Colonel Bet Nakouno, private 
chief of staff to the head of state. The mediator during 
the 18 to 21 April events also attended the audience. 
"Opening the meeting, the head of state reiterated his 
desire to make the CAR Army a combat army and 
assured that CAR’s current difficulties would quickly 
pass over and that it was the duty of all CAR nationals 
to pool their efforts in the fight to rebuild the country. 
He reiterated his promise that the government will ° ot 
take any legal acu. _—.gainst the mutineers.” 


For his part, Warrant Officer Betepe thanked the head of 
state and deplored the incident involving the presidential 
guard, saying that the mutineers were not involved in 
this clash. The mutineers thanked the head of state 
for his decision to replace the chief of defense staff. 
"They expressed regrets over the slow pace in the 
Negotiation process and called on the head of state to 
be more vigilant in choosing his aides, in particular, 
within the Army.” The mutineers deplored the evils 
prevailing within the Army, such as embezzlement of 
funds, nepotism, and tribalism. “The mutineers also 
strongly reaffirmed their commitment to democratic 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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values saying that this commitment has clearly been 
made known to the foreign embassies in the CAR." 


In his closing statement, the head of state praised the 
touching statements of the mutincers because he is them 
son of a former war veteran himself. He expressed 
satisfaction over the attitude of the mutineers which, 
he said, has honored the CAR Army. The head of state 
briefed the soldiers delegation about the government's 
negotiations with the Bretton-Woods institutions. "He 
expressed his desire to set up the necessary machinery 
to encourage dialogue and exchange of views so as to 
avoid a repetition of the events the country witnessed 
recently. Finally, the head of state asked the soldiers 
delegation to convey his brotherly greetings to their 
colleagues and reiterated his ambition to build a strong 
country and not one that will be in ruins.” [end 
recording) 


Zaire 


Zaire: Opposition Rift Widens; Tshisekedi Not 
Recognized as Head 

ABO605 182596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 6 May 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The split between members 
of Zaire’s radical opposition movement seems to be 
getting wider by the day. Last week, the former prime 
minister, Etienne Tshisekedi, kic!:ed scores of his senior 
colleagues out of the organization, and there was 
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speculation that he'd done it to strengthen his own 
leadership position ahead of the multiparty elecuons 
promised by President Mobutu for next year, but now 
it seems the boot is on the other foot, as Mario Fioritto 
reports in this telex from Kinshasa: 


The majority of the political parties in the radical 
Opposition group who got together this weekend decided 
to relieve Etienne Tshisekvai of his title, head of the 
opposition. They aiso announced that they no longer 
recognize Tshisekedi as the only legal prime minister of 
Zaire. The radical opposition does not recognize Zaire's 
current Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo because it says 
he was appointed by a pro-Mobutu parliament unlike 
Tshisekedi, who was elected by a wider-based sovereign 
national conference in 1993. 


This morning's newspapers are full of headlines com- 
menting on how the opposition has been torn apart and 
how Tshisekedi has been left isolated with only a hand- 
ful of faithful supporters around him. The press says the 
rupturing of the opposition has played straight into the 
hands of President Mobutu, strengthening his chances 
of winning elections scheduled for next year. 


It seems that the leader of the new wing of the radical 
opposition is Kibassa Maliba, Tshisekedi’s former right 
hand man. Tshisekedi expelled Kibassa from the radical 
Opposition at the end of last month along with about 60 
other prominent members. These expulsions went down 
very badly with many opposition supporters who have 
now decided to retaliate against Tshisekedi. 


map heed lal Copying ond dissseninat 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Somalia Somalia: 6 Killed, 7 Wounded in Aidid Factions 
Somalia: Aidid Deciar Clash 
Persona Now Grata — “me AB0805112496 Paris AFP in English 
1022 GMT 8 May 96 


ABO705213296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 7 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Somali warlord General 
Aidid has declared the European Commission's [EC] 
represeniative to the country persona non grata. Sir 
(Goodie Ealing) was accused by Aidid’s radio station 
of ‘unding banditry and of supporting the rival faction 
leader Osman Ato. Mr. (Ealing) is currently visiting 
Djibouti and on the line Mary Harper asked him for 
his reaction. 

[Begin recording) Well, I must tell you I just got the 
statement. This, when you called, we've got a fax now. 
I know more or less what they mean, but it seems 
there are extremely absurd statements that nobody really 
has access to. Nobody understands what all this means, 
because as you are certainly aware, the European Union 
as such and the European Commission that I represent 
do not intervene in any kind of military affairs. They 
do not fund neither factions nor bandits nor whatever 
activity of that kind. That makes [words indistinct} that 
we really don’t need to have to deny it because the 
whole world knows that this cannot be the case. 


(Harper) Apart from accusing you and the EC of funding 
various bandit groups and various faction leaders, this 
statement from Gen. Aidid’s peop'e has also declared 
that you afe persona non grata. What do you feel about 
that? 


((Ealing)} Well, as I say before, this is something [words 
indistinct) and Gen. Aidid cannot do. He has no right 
to declare that one or the other person, one or the other 
diplomatic representative cannot or should not go to 
Somalia because he is not in charge of Somalia. So 
what it means in fact, of course, is that there is a threat. 
There is a threat saying that if I continue to work in 
favor of the Somali population — that’s what we are 
doing — I would be in danger maybe in areas that he 
is controlling. 


{Harper} What are you going to do now? Are you going 
to stop ge’ag ‘0 Somalia as a result of this statement? 


{(Ealing)} Well, what I will have to do in any case is 
to consult with my headquarters to get instructions. I 
have just finished a missi 1 to the northwest of Somalia, 
which is also known as Somaliland, and of course there 
was no reason whatsoever not to go there because Gen. 
Aidid has no influence in this area as in many others. 
[end recording] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Mogadishu, 8 May (AFP) — 
At least six people were killed and seven wounded 
overnight as factions of warlord Farah Aidid were 
battling it out for control of the southern port town 
of Marka, reports reaching the Somali capital said 
Wednesday (8 May]. 


It was the second time in the past nine days that militias 
from the Habr Gedir clan clashed in Marka following 
the appointment by Aidid’s Labour Minister Sheikh 
Jama Haji Hussein of a new administrator for the port. 


Late last month, two people were killed and nine 
wounded as a res’ of clashes between factions of 
the previous admunistrator and the newly appointed 
administrator. 


Last June, Aidid was declared “interim president” by 
his followers, and he formed a government consisting 
of about 70 ministers whose policy decisions frequently 
lead to misunderstandings. 


Elders from the Habr Gedir cian met in a bid to 
resolve the problem of administering the port and early 
Wednesday calm was restored. 


Tuesday's clashes occurred a day after an overloaded 
barge sank in the shark-infested waters of the Indian 
Ocean. Fourteen bodies were recovered and 24 people 


reported missing. 

Uganda 
Uganda: Military Police To Deploy in Kampala for 
Elections 


EA0705171096 Kampala THE MONITOR in English 
7 May 96 p 16 


{Article by Loy Nabeta: “Military Police To Be De- 
ployed in Kampala”) 

(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Several thousand men from 
the military police are to be deployed in Kampala 


to guard strategic and vital locations around Kampala 
during election time, THE MONITOR has learnt. 


“It is our routine duty to back up the police, it's nothing 
unusual. We are always prepared on instruction by the 
poli -s. Wherever violence breaks out we will be there. 
Aad all along, whenever there's a bigger occasion we 
work hand in hand for purposes of law and order”. 
the commandant, military police, Lieutenant Colonel 


in pected wihowt prmiacion of the copyright oweens 


4 EAST AFRICA 


John Mugume told THE MONITOR on the phone when 
contacted yesterday. 


He, however, declined to give the number of the force, 
saying “We have enough people, I cau't comment any 
further about that.” 


But a security source told THE MONITOR that the 
numbe ould be up to several thousand men. [passage 
omit 


Uganda: Museveni Reassures Voters in Southwest 
Regarding Security 

EA0705 173296 Kamp ila Radio Uganda Network 

in English 0400 GMT 7 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The people of Kisoro Dis- 
trict have given candidate Yoweri Museveni a rousing 
welcome and clearly indicated that he is the presidential 
candidate of their choice. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Museveni assured the people of Kisoro that the 
bandits who had invaded Kisoro recently have been 
totally repulsed and that there would not be any danger 
to the people of Kisoro because the security forces are 
fully in charge. He told the people that they should 
go and freely vote on Thrrsday, 9 May, and have 
confidence that all will go well. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: Army Denies Plans To Interfere in 
Elections 


EA0705 124696 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 0700 GMT 7 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text; 1° - office of the chief political 
commissar of the Uganda People’s Defense Force 
has dismissed press reports that appeared in THE 
MONITOR newspaper of yesterday that the Army may 
have to step in during the presidential elections should 
violence erupt. 


In a press release issued yesterday, the director for 
information and public relations, Lieutenant (Shaban 
Ben Kaliza), said the story, which was purporting to 
report on the press release issued by the minister of 
state for defense on the resolution of the Army Council 
on violence during the period of elections, grossly 
misrepresents the essence of the resolution and misled 
the public that the Army has resolved to step in to 
interfere with elections. 


The press release says a statement from the Ministry of 
State for Defense clearly reiterates the Army's position 
that it will respect the will of the people as will be 
freely expressed in the elections and warned any person 
or group of persons who are bent on disrupting the 
elections that they will be dealt with decisively and 
militarily. 
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The press release further says the Army recognizes that 
ordinarily this is the work of the police but it reserves 
the right under the Constitution to step in should it be 
essential when the situation has degenerated beyond the 
capacity of the police to handle effectively. 


Uganda: Ssemogerere Accuses Museveni of 
Warmongering 

EA0605175096 Kampala THE MONITOR in English 
6 May 96 pl 


[Article by Charles Balmoi: “Soldiers Being Buried - 
Ssemogerere” } 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Presidential candidate Paul 
Ssemogerere has charged that dead Uganda People’s 
Defense Forces (UPDF) soldiers are being secretly 
buried at unknown locations because of (incumbent) 
Yoweri Museveni's lust for war 


“Museveni has [a] strong ppetite for fighting. He has 
just been fighting for the past 25 years nearly all 
of Uganda's neighbors... [ellipses as printed] Rwanda, 
Burundi, Sudan, Kenya,” Ssemogerere told a crowd 
that braved a heavy downpour at Boma ground in 
Kitgum town and estimated by police at over 30,000 
last Thursday [2 May]. He charged that Museveni's lust 
for war has ccsulted in UPDF soldiers dying in places 
where they shouldn't and that because of this soldiers 
continue to be secretly buried at unknown locations time 
and again. 


“Let us say the Lord's Prayer together and start a new 
life for Uganda . I want to work for peace. We must end 
this war not by producing landmines in Nakasongola.” 
he told his listeners. 


Ssemogerere, accompanied by Cecilia Ogwal, Leander 
Komakech and Ogenga Latigo touched down at Kitgum 
airfield at 4.25 p.m. Thousands of jubilant suppoerters, 
some of them openly wailing and dancing, welcomed 
the candidate with chants of “Burudano, Kwirpe, Suria 
Mbaya, Kwir pe... (Intimidation, no vote. Gunship no 
vote)... [punctuation as printed] 


He said if elected [om] 9th May, his government would 
strive for peace and excellent relations both within and 
outside Uganda's borders. 


On rebel leader Joseph Kony [leader of the Lord's Re- 
sistance Army], Ssemogerere said that since Museveni 
fought him for 10 years without success, it was now 
time the suffering of Acholi people came to an end by 
negotiating with Kony. 


“It is my duty to look him (Kony) up to invite him. We 
must end the fighting so that husbands can be with their 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
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wives, " Ssemogerere said, drawing deafening cheers 
from the rain-drenched crowd. 


He also promised that if elected he would improve 
on the economy of the country which he now alleged 
served only 15 percent of Ugandans, while 85 percent 
were condemned to poverty. He promised fair budgets 
for education, health and better salaries for civil ser- 
vants, among others. He said the money would be re- 
alized through cutting down drastically on the military 
budget which, he noted, was the main drain on the na- 
uuonal economy. [passage omitted] 


Ssemogerere also accused Museveni of attempting to 
kill political parties. He said Museveni’s continued in- 
terference in the last Constitutent Assembly (CA) de- 
bate was evidence that he is determined to turn Uganda 
into the "stone age” era. Meanwhile, the Assistant sec- 
retary general of the UPC [Uganda People’s Congress], 
Mrs. Cecilia Ogwal, has called upon Ugandans to reject 
Museveni In the coming polls and warned that anybody 
who will vote for him risked being cursed by Ugandans. 
Mrs. Ogwal made the remark last Thursday to one of 
the largest crowds to throng Gulu’s Peace War Memo- 
rial Stadium in recent times. 


Mrs. Ogwal particularly urged supporters of her party, 
the UPC, to cast their votes for Dr. Ssemogerere. 
She also invited those who might have strayed to 
the [National Resistance] Movement camp to return 
to the party's fold. She said that the overwhelming 
support Ssemogerere had received countrywide was an 
indication of the strong desire of Ugandans to escape the 
poverty biting in every corner of the country, including 
Mbarara. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, from Kiboga, Pius Muteekani reports: 
The seemingly embittered presidential candidate, Paul 
Kawanga Ssemogerere, told his supporters at Kiboga 
town that he endeavored for eight years to persuade 
Museveni to return peace and democracy, but he 
refused. 


“Instead what he wanted is to use [the] Baganda as his 
ladder to his political gains. He just wants to use us,” 
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the greyed leader said. Ssemogere re added that during 
his receut visit to Acholi, he toured Lacor Hospital, in 
Gulu, the people he found amputated or who were hit 
by land mines were not only Acholis but also Baganda. 


The rally was poorly attended but some of the residents 
who talked to THE MONITOR alleged that they were 
threatened by their local council lead ers not to attend. 
Ssemogerere advised his supporters to write down those 
who threaten them and wait until 9th Mav. 


Uganda: Ssemogerere—Museveni Planning 
Postelection Slaughter 


AB0805113896 Paris AF? in English 
0956 GMT 8 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Kampala, 8 May (AFP) — 
Ugandan presidential challenger Paul Ssemogerere 
Wednesday (8 May] accused President Yoweri Musev- 
eni of planning to instigate looung after Thursday's 
presidential elections anu then embark on “massive 
killings.” 


The veteran politician charged at a press cotierence 
that Museveni had already brought in Tanzanian and 
Rwandan troops “to create an atmosphere of fear.” 


He said the president was planning to use Army veteraiis 
to move into towns and instigate looting on Saturday, 
when the results will be announced. 


The veterans, who would ransack shops owned by 
people opposed to Museveni, would then turn their guns 
on civilians who followed their example, he charged. 


"The Umoja (veterans) will shoot at looters, causing 
massive killings,” he said. 


The 64-year-old challenger gave no source for his 
charges against the president, who is seeking to legit- 
imise his rule after seizing power 10 years ago foi- 
lowing a five-year guerrilla war. Also running is out- 
sider Muhammad Mayanja, 45, a university administra- 
tor who is a Muslim. 
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South Africa: De Kierk—Time for ‘Soft Talk’ With 
ANC Post 


MBO705080596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0SOO GMT 7 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Deputy President and National 
Party Leader F.W. de Klerk says the time for soft talk 
with the ANC is past. Addressing an election rally at 
Elim in the Western Cape, Mr. De Klerk said it was time 
for the National Party to tell the ANC by democratic 
means that it could not co as it pleased. The country, 
he said, would not allow the ANC together with its 
communist allies to drag South Africa into the abyss. 


South Africa: Electoral Tribunal Restrains ANC 
From Assault of NP Members 


MB0705081096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OSOO GMT 7 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Electoral Tribunal in Cape 
Town has issued an interim interdict restraining local 
ANC Leader Tony Yengeni and ANC supporters from 
assaulting or intimidating three National Puty [NP] 
members or candidates. The NP said its application 
was ex-party. “his means Mr. Yengeni and the ANC 
were not told about it in advance and did not have an 
opportunity of denying the allegations against them. The 
three NP members who were allegedly threatened are 
Miss. Maureen Funeka Xengwana, Miss. Debrah Nosisi 
Mfiki, and Mr. Nimrod Nkosana Bavuma. 


South Africa: PAC Says Constitution Gives 
Provinces Too Much Power 


MBO0705140496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 7 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] has urged political parties negotiating the fi- 
nal draft of the constitution to review the section on 
provinces. PAC MP [member of Parliament] Richard 
Sizani says the country’s provinces have been given too 
much power by the constitution. The provinces, he said, 
also had too much to say in national matters. Mr. Sizani 
described the provirces as an artificial creation of the 
new constitution. 
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South Africa: IFP To Challenge New Constitution 
in Constitutional Court 


MBO0705 164396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1525 GMT 7 May 96 


{Interview with IFP leader Dr. Ziba Jiyane by San 
Reddy in Johannesburg on 7 May; from the "PM Live" 
program — live] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] [Reddy] The Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP] has confirmed that it plans to challenge 
South Africa's new constitution before the Constitu- 
tional Court. For more details, we are now joined by 
IFP leader Dr. Ziba Jiyane. Good evening to you. Dr. 
Jiyane, why are you now wanting to take the whole is- 
sue of the constitution to the Constitutional Court? 


[siyane}] Well, for the obvious reason that the final 
constitution gives less powers to the provinces than the 
interim constitution did, and that’s a violation of the 
principle which was agreed to, that the final constitution 
will not substantially reduce the provincial powers. 


[Reddy] Now, will this delay things any further in 
terms of finalizing the constitution, in your view? This 
bringing the matter up to the Constitutional Court 
— won't this delay things even further in terms of 
finalizing the final constiqution? 


[Jiyane} Well, so be it, if a struggle to retain liberty in 
South Africa requires that price. There's no price too 
high for that. We believe we are fixated on a course 
of becoming an autocracy, and a one-party state, and 
that this constitution does not create institutions which 
encourage a plurality of political power centers, and 
ther fore it undermines the possibility of a multiparty 
democracy continuing in this country. Delayi g its 
coming into effect would be a good thing, if there's a 
chance that it could be improved to create insututional 
bases for multiparty democracy and pluralism. 


{Reddy} Why has your party decided to challenge the 
new constitution only now, after you'd decided not to 
be part of the whole process in the first place? 


(Jiyane] Well, we've decided to challenge the constitu- 
tion because we had thought that people who are elected 
into power in other parties, ruling party, are men of 
their words and integnty, and they have not honored the 
agreement. We thought by now they would have hon- 
ored it. Now that they have not honored it, and they're 
finalizing the constitution without us, it is our might to 
test that constitutional draft in a court of law 


[Reddy] In more detail, could you explain to us what 
you'd like te ritten into the constitution, in terms 
of more po ve regions’ 
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{Jiyane} Well, for a start, a minimal requirement is that 
they should not take away any of the powers which 
the provinces already have given them by the interim 
constitution. In fact, the desirable outcome is that they 
should add. So they have not added, they have not even 
maintained the minimal powers. They have actually 
reduced them, which is quite objectionable for anyone 
really — except for the most idealistic and perhaps naive 
of South Africans who think they want freedom and 
democracy, and think that this constitution secures that. 


[Reddy] Now if this whole issue of more powers to the 
regional governments is actually sorted out, will the IFP 
accept the new constitution in totality? 


[‘'vane] Yes. For us there is no issue more important 
than that because in Africa... [pauses] Sir, we are in 
Africa here in South Africa, but we would like South 
Africa to set an example in the whole continent by 
Creating institutional bases for pluralism, which is the 
greatest check for any possibility of a tyrant rising up 
again. You have to have governmental institutions that 
are able to check each other, and avoid autocracy, but 
we think that if you don’t give provinces... [pauses] You 
see, we challenge anyone to tell us one country in the 
world that is free and democratic, and it has a large 
population that is heterogeneous, and does not have one 
or the other form of federalism. Here in South Africa 
we are told we can have a unitary system, and still be 
free and democratic with such diversity in our cultures. 


South Africa: Constitutional Assembly Reaches 
Agreement on 3 Clauses 

MBO0705210696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2101 GMT 7 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May 7 SAPA 
— Negotiators had reached agreement on the three 
Clauses that liave stalled the new constitution, Constitu- 
tional Assembly [CA] chairman Cyril Ramaphosa told 
the Consitutional Committee said on Tuesday [7 May] 
night. 

Speaking at the start of a late-night meeting of the CA's 
negotiating committee, he said he had been informed 
that it was going to hear reports “that we have a 
settlement on all these matters”. 


The three clauses are the lockout, education and prop- 
erty clauses. 
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South Africa: Constitutional Agreement Reached in 
‘Last-Minute Debates’ 


MB0805063395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa’s new constitu- 
tion is set to be ratified today after constitutional nego- 
tiators managed in last-minute debates last night to reach 
agreement on three issues that were in dispute. The an- 
nouncement that a deal had been struck brought to an 
end two years of negotiation on the new constitution. 
The amendment to the education clause, the main bone 
of contention between the National Party and ANC, was 
presented to the constitution committee just after mid- 
night this morning. 


Agreement was also reached on two remaining clauses, 
those affecting strike Icckouts and property rights. 
Agreement on the education issue was achieved through 
a compromise clause stating that single-medium institu- 
tions were an alternative that could be taken into account 
by the state. The clause will also allow private schools 
to receive state subsidies. 


The National Party attempted a late-night amendment 
On a new point asking that pensions be guaranteed 
in the constitution. However, this was rejected by the 
ANC and did not stand in the way of a settlement. 
The PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] and the Freedom 
Front reserved their positions on the education clause. 
The Democratic Party said that it intended to approach 
the Constitutional Court because the clause permitting 
employers to lock out striking workers was not in the 
constitution. The National Party has reserved its position 
on this clause. 


As a result of the agreement, the Constitution Bill is 
certain to be ratified today as the two-thirds majority 
required is now assured with the ANC and National 
Party both committed to supporting the bill. Tie Free- 
dom Front, the Democratic Party, and the “AC have 
not made it known how they will vote, while the ACDP 
{African Christian Democratic Party] will vote against 
the constitution. The Freedom Front and the PAC raised 
education as their biggest stumbling biocks. 


Constitutional Chairperson Cyril Ramaphosa says he 
would sleep for a week if allowed. Speaking to our 
political team last night Mr. Ramaphosa said he was 
tired and needed the rest. Referring to the constitution, 
he said he was overjoyed and pleased with the progress 
that had been achieved for the people of South Africa. 
Mr. Ramaphosa said he never doubted that the CA 
{Constitutional Assembly} would complete its work in 
ume. 
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The National Party has acknowledged that the party was 
sometimes divided on the issue of education and that 
some members did not support the final draft of the 
education clause. In an interview with our political news 
team, Mr. Meyer was asked about the feeling within the 
party. 

(Begin Meyer recording) | don't say there's absolute, 
complete agreement on it, but the way in which it came 
out I think had the support at least of by far the majority 
of the National Party caucus. (end recording] 


My. Meyer said the formulation of the education clause 
was a compromise on the ~ensitivities of both the 
National Party and the ANC. 


South Africa: Ramaphosa Comments on 
Constitutional Agreement 

MB0805060496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0517 GMT 8 May 96 


(From the "AM Live” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) [Announcer Brett Davidson) 
As we have been telling you right throughout the 
morning, we have an agreement on the constitution, a 
deal really early this morning after weeks and weeks of 
intense negotiations on the three contentious clauses: 
property, single-language education, and the lockout 
clause. So this morning the Constitutional Assembly, 
which is the House of Assembly and the Senate, will 
sit together and they will vote anc they will ratify that 
constitution. One of the men who has been at the center 
of the negotiations is the chair of the Constitutional 
Assembly, Cyril Ramaphosa. He joins us on the line. 
Good morning Mr. Ramaphosa, or should I call you 
Mutt or Jeff; I'm not sure. 


{Ramaphosa] (laughs) Just Cyril please. 
[Davidson] How are you feeling? 


(Ramaphosa) Exhausted, but very pleased with the 
progress that we have achieved — immensely pleased. 


[Davidson] Why did you get that progress? Was it 
that South African propensity for negotiating to the last 
minute? 


(Ramaphosa] Yes, somehow it is something in us that 
propels us to reach out for the best solutions for our 
country, for our people. We were able to finally crack 
this problem at the very last minute, at 1155 (2155 
GMT] literally, and it then delivered this agreement. 


[Davidson] This new constitution that we have, do you 


{[Ramaphosa] Yes, there are many features in this 
constitution that | think are good — I believe are good 
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for our country. There are a few thal people could have 
doubts on, but on the whole this is a constitution that 
is good for this country. It's a constitution that is tailor 
made for South Africa, that essentially will confirm that 
we have come of age as a nation and as a country, 


[Davidson] And the vote today also signals a major 
change in your life. Two years you've spent piloting 
this constitution through the Constitutional Assembly 
process. It's the end, at least for the time being, of your 
career in politics. How do you feel about that? 


[Ramaphosa] Yes, I have bouts of sadness and a bit of 
regret about the new career that I'm going to get into. 
I have enjoyed this whole process for the two years. | 
have enjoyed working with the people. It will be sad to 
leave the Assembly. I make my last speech this morning 
and it is with a lump of some sadness in my throat that | 
will be approaching this podium to make my last speech. 


[Davidson] And when do you actually start work with 
NAIL, the New Africa Investments Limited? 


{[Ramaphosa]} Once the constitution has been certufied. | 
hope by the end of June that will have happened, but 
I will be doing odds and bits of work for NAIL in the 
intervening period as well as spending time in the ANC. 


[Davidson] And one last question, Mr. Ramaphosa. 
When are you going to sleep? 


[Ramaphosa] | want to sleep after tonight's supper 
which we are going to have with our guests. | want 


to sleep for a week if that can be allowed. 


[Davidson] And then I'm sure you are going to go and 
catch some trout. That was the ANC’s secretary general 
and chairperson of the Constitutional Assembly, soon to 
abandon those roles I believe, heading into big business, 


Cyril Ramaphosa. 


South Africa: NP’s Roelf Meyer Comments on 
Constitutional Agreement 


MBO0805072796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0508 GMT 8 May 96 


(From the "AM Live" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer Sally Burdette] 
Our new constitution is guaranteed its two-thirds ma- 
jority support when it’s voted on in the Constitutional 
Assembly today. An eleventh-hour compromise on three 
Outstanding issues was reached just after midnight. The 
brokers of that agreement, the ANC and the National 
Party [NP], have agreed on solutions for the prop- 
erty, education, and strike lockout clauses. The National 
Party's senior negotiator, Roelf Meyer, now joins us on 
the line. Good morning Mr. Meyer. An exhausting but 
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also, I'm sure, very victorious night. What's your mood 
this morning? 


[Meyer] Yes, I think it's a great relief that we have 
reached that point. We were working very hard for quite 
a long time to get to an agreement and to a setlement 
so that we could have, or ensure the necessary support 
for the constitution. It's all over from that angle and | 
think we can, at least today, relax a little bit. 


{Burdette} Of course the education clause was the big 
issue for the National Party. The current agreement 
now makes provisions or creates the option for single- 
medium schools. Is this a victory for the National Party? 


{Meyer} I would say it’s very important that the 
reference to single-medium institutions be specifically 
included in the constitution, which is now the case. 
Of course the prime objective there was to entrench, 
through the Bill of Rights, mother tongue education 
that has been agreed upon some time ago already, and 
this additional provision in regard to single-medium 
institutions | think is a very important step also forward 
to ensure that that medium of education can't be 
excluded in terms of the new crnstitution. 


{Burdette} Isn't it, in a way though, farming out the 
issues to be dealt with later? It’s not firmly stated 
in the constitution. The option is there. Couldn't this 
create problems later on down the line for the education 
departments? 


[Meyer] Well, one has to take a flexible approach on 
the issue since not all single-medium institutions will 
be able to remain that way in the long term, and that 
we have indicated in our negotiations all the time. It's 
therefore not a matter of race and it’s also not a matter 
of preserving schools that won't be full in terms of their 
pupil numbers, all the time to remain that way, and for 
that reason one had to adopt a more flexible approach 
toward ensuring that the state must also consider this 
option in considering all various educational alternatives 
when it comes to the question of the application of 
mother tongue education. 


[Burdette] We've seen weeks of haggling over property, 
education, and the strike lockout clauses. Who brokered 
that final agreement? Who was the person who made 


those suggestions? 


[Meyer] Well, | would say it landed up with the team 
as we've had it over the last days in particular. Mr. 
Cyril Ramaphosa and myself were directly involved. 
Deputy Presidents De Klerk and Mbeki were directly 
involved over the weekend, and we kept on talking right 
through the process — got the assistance from others. 
I don’t think one can claim victory for any specific 
person or persons. It's a question of finding in the end 
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sufficient compromises and mutual ground to ensure the 
agreement and the last actual agreement was reached by 
very late yesterday, specifically on the property clause 
when the proviso was added in the property clause to 
ensure that no land reform can take overriding position 
over the guarantees to property unless it is specifically 
in accordance with the limitations clause of the Bill of 
Rights. 


{Burdette} One final question. It's going to be ratified 
today. There's an agreement between the National Party 
and the ANC that they will create that two-thirds 
majority when it’s voted on. Is there any possibility of 
a last-minute crash on this issue? 


(Meyer) No, I don’t think there’s anything that I'm 
aware of that would prevent that. We have last night, 
after the understandings were reached on these clauses, 
we have indicated that under these circumstances, 
knowing now the full picture of the new constitution, the 
National Party would be able to support the constitution. 
That doesn’t mean that of course we support every 
single clause of the constitution. There is, for instance, 
the lockout issue that we were definitely not satisfied 
on in the way it came out but we had in the end to 
evaluate the situation and we decided that although there 
are definitely a number of clauses that we would not be 
able to support, the overwhelming situation is such that 
we Can support the constitution as a whole. 


[Burdette] Thank you very much to the National Party's 
senior negotiator on the constitution, Roelf Meyer. 


South Africa: Democratic Party To Vote for New 
Constitution 


MBO0805074296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0736 GMT 8 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN May 8 SAPA 
— The Democratic Party [DP] will be voting in favour 
of the constitution at the full Constitutional Assembly 
meeting on Wednesday [8 May] morning, DP leader 
Tony Leon said. 


Asked by SAPA how he felt about the constitution, Leon 
said: "Mixed". The party would be “taking a leap of 
faith” by voting for the constitution. Whether the party 
would be making a mistake would only be determined 
“with time”, he said. 


National Party secretary general Roelf Meyer said it was 
a “good” constitution for the country in which all parties 
had compromised to reach agreement. 
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South Africa: FF—New Constitution Achieves Most 
Party Objectives 


MBO0805075296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0731 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN May 8 SAPA 
— The Freedom Front (FF) had achieved most of its 
self-determination objectives in the new constitution, FF 
leader general Constand Viljoen said on Wednesday [8 
May). 


Speaking shortly before the session of the Constitutional 
Assembly to formally adopt the document, he said he 
was happy the FF had taken part in the constitution- 
writing process. "Who else could have done better for 
our people than ourselves?" he asked. The concessions 
won by the FF formed the basis of minority rights 
protection, and as basis for furthering the FF ideal of 
territorial autonomy for the Afrikaner. 


Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions) 
secretary general Sam Shilowa said his organisation 
would comment on the new constitution at a press 
conference on Wednesday afternoon. 


Sowth Africa: De Klerk “aults Constitutional 
‘Majority Domination Model’ 
MBO805090696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0831 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Constitutional Assembly May 
8 SAPA — South Africa would pay a high price in the 
form of loss of confidence for the majority rule model 
in the new constitution, National Party (NP) leader F W 
de Klerk said on Wednesday [8 May). 


Speaking in the session of the Constitutional Assembly 
where the document will be formally adopted, he said 
it rang the death knell for multiparty participation in 
Cabinet decision-making. The ANC had rejected even 
a very moderate proposal for a multiparty consultation 
body. 


South Africa would be in transition for many years. The 
complexity of its population and economic makeup, and 
the conflict built in to both, could best be managed in 
a consensus-seeking model. “This is now taboo. Instead 
we sit again with just a majority domination model. This 
is a mistake.” 


He said the NP’s federal council would meet next week 
to consider the implications of this issue as well as of 
other provisions of the constitution. 
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South Africa: Ramaphosa Briefs Parliament on 
Constitution 


MBO0805085296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0707 GMT 8 May 96 


[Address by South African Constitutional Assembly 
Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa to Parliament in Cape Town 
— live} 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The speaker of the National 
Assembly and the deputy speaker, the president of the 
Senate and deputy president of the Senate, officials of 
the Assembly and the Senate, I would like to welcome 
you all, as the deputy chairperson of the Assembly has 
done. But I would also like to say today is a day of joy. It 
is a day of celebration, and they have just brought some 
water here, and like the president as he often addresses 
us, it's a day to say cheers. [laughter — applause) 


It is indeed a historic day. It is the birthday of the South 
African rainbow nation. This is the day when South 
Africa is truly born. I would like, as we begin this joyous 
and solemn occasion, to reveal a part of myself and to 
dedicate my address to three great South Africans who 
would have been here with us today if time and tide had 
been kinder, that is: Oliver Regii.ald Tambo [applause], 
Chris Hani (applause), and Joe Slovo [applause]. There 
are many o‘hers one could have cited but these are the 
three leaders that I sorely, personally missed during the 
process of constitution-making. | miss them because | 
related to all of them in different ways. All of them were 
there when we started the negotiation process and they 
contributed a great deal to me personally in enabling 
myself and many others to negotiate the transition 
process and emerge with an interim constitution. I do 
wish they were here. I am grieved that they cannot be 
with us to share this occasion, an occasion that they 
worked and died to make possible. May their memory 
live long in our minds. 


Today we are gathered here to make history. We South 
Africans have adapted so easily to our role as initiators 
and witnesses to events which number among the most 
significant of this century. We often forget and lose 
sight of just how historic and profound some of these 
events are. When we vote today to adopt the constitution 
before us we will be giving life to a new nation — a 
nation of free and equal people. Our country, our people 
will indeed have come of age when we vote for this 
constitution. Today is the culmination of a process of 
consultation, discussion, and negotiation which began 
almost two years ago in this very Assembly. 


In truth the constitution-making process began long 
before that. It began when the people of this country, 
deprived of their birthright, dreamt of a country in which 
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all would be free, and indeed we can say through this 
constitution we confirm that we are a free people. Over 
the years this dream has been articulated by many South 
Africans and the call for freedom resonated across the 
length and the breadth of the country and around the 
world. South Africans in their millions have fought for 
this freedom, the freedom which we are crowning today 
on this historic day. 


Hundreds of thousands died, were tortured, were de- 
tained, were jailed, were banned, were silenced and ex- 
iled in order to write this constitution. Today we are 
here to celebrate the culmination of that struggle. The 
constitution before you today is a product of a collective 
effort by many people. Since we embarked on the for- 
mal constitution-making process 24 months ago, South 
Africans from across the country have embraced the 
process as their own. It is no exaggeration when we say 
that a team of 43 million people worked on this consti- 
tution. 


In that team there are a number of people who deserve 
special mention. The team leader, the one and only team 
leader, President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, [applause] 
whose guidance, inspiration, and leadership strength- 
ened our endeavors over the last two years. We've had 
to draft the constitution in many forms and it was al- 
ways a joy for me to take the big-print version to the 
president. When we gave him the small print he said: | 
am not going to read this. I want the big print because | 
want to make sure that there are no small prints where 
you might be making mistakes. 


The support the CA [Constitutional Assembly] received 
from the deputy presidents added to the impetus of 
our work. Deputy President F.W. de Klerk, whenever 
Leon Wessels and I met him, always spared a moment 
to encourage us. [applause] The assistance by Deputy 
President Mbeki that we do evcrything to meet the 
deadline strengthened our resolve. [applause] I recall 
one evening when we had doubts as the management 
committee that we would meet the deadline and I shared 
my doubts with him, just the two of us, and I said we 
might have to go to November. He gave me the most 
steely-eyed look I have ever seen from him. And he 
said: Chief, that is not possible; that is not doable; that 
will not happen. 


That in a way had a bonding effect between me and him 
and I knew then that we had to meet the deadline, and 
I later told him two days thereafter, and said: You were 
right. Once again you were right and I would like to 
thank you for your insistence, Deputy President Mbeki. 
[applause] 


Members of the cabinet had to try to do the impossible 
by attending to matters of governance and constitution- 
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making. Their attention to constituion-making added to 
the wisdom we needed in the Assembly. We missed 
them sorely when they were not here and there was an 
occasion when one of the members of the Assembly 
said: Where are they? We all knew that they were 
working on matters of government but whenever they 
were able to join us, and there were a few of them who 
joined us from time to time, they added a great deal of 
value and wisdom to our discussions and I thank them 
all. [applause] 


I wish to thank the leaders of all political parties. As the 
president of the ANC, our president is not a member of 
this Assembly and cannot vote, unfortunately. I extend 
my deep gratitude once again to Deputy President 
Mbeki for the leadership he provided to the ANC and 
ANC negotiators during this two-year period. Deputy 
President De Klerk also provided leadership to members 
of the National Party. General Viljoen I wish to thank, 
too. He participated in meetings of the Constitutional 
Assembly and management committee. I thank him 
too for providing leadership to members of his party. 
{Democratic Party leader] Mr. Tony Leon | wish to 
thank. I wish to thank Mr. Leon (laughter; applause) — 
I thank Mr. Leon. We had many differences and some 
of the differences were played out in the meetings of 
the Constitutional Committee and they added spice to 
the proceedings of the Constitutional Committee. 


I wish to thank Mr. Clarence Makwetu for providing 
leadership to the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] mem- 
bers who participated on an ongoing basis in the pro- 
ceedings of the CA. [applause] I wish to thank Reverend 
Meshoe as well. (laughter; applause] More importantly 
I wish to thank all of you, all members of the Assem- 
bly for the commitment and the hard work and patience 
and good humor that all of us demonstrated throughout 
this process. | would especially like to thank members 
of the theme committees. Members of the theme com- 
mittees have become constitutional experts of the first 
order. We would never have finished our work without 
the active support of the presiding officers of the Na- 
tional Assembly and the Senate, as well as the whips. 


I give special thanks to the speaker of the National 
Assembly, Dr. Frene Ginwala, and the deputy speaker, 
Dr. Ranchod; the president of the Senate, Mr. Coetzee, 
the deputy president of the Senate, Mr. Govin Mbeki. 
[applause] I also thank the leader of the House, may | 
say the then leader of the House, our minister of finance, 
and the present leader of the House, Mr. Steve Tshwete, 
for all the support that they gave us throughout this 
process. You went out of your way to give us time 
and accommodate us. We do thank you most sincerely. 
Behind the scenes the technical advisers, the panel of 
experts, the law advisers have all worked flawlessly 
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to ensure that the large and the small cogs of this 
constitution are put in place. I thank them, all of them, 
the panel of experts, advisers, and the technical experts. 
We would not have this type of document if they did 
not work the many hours that they did. 


1 thank the staff of the Constitutional Assembly, and in 
this regard | would like to single out four people: Hassen 
Ebrahim, Louisa Zondo, Peter Lillienfeld, and Marion 
Sparg. They deserve the highest medal of recognition. 
They started an administration from scratch and did 
everything excellently, efficiently, cost effectively, and 
with a great sense of passion. | thank them from the 
depth of my heart. We would not have done this without 
them. [applause] 


Members of the Constitutional Committee, | thank too. 
Members of the Management Committee, | extend 
my thanks and gratitude to you. As members of the 
Constituuional Committee you argued, you differed, 
you fought, but I also saw you embracing. | saw you 
embracing at 3 o'clock in the morning, when you 
reached an agreement on a matter which most of us 
thought we would never reach agreement on. I saw tears 
in your eyes, and I knew that you are a group of people 
who will deliver a constitution to this country. | thank 
you most sincerely. [applause] 


I wish to say a special thank you to Roelf Meyer. 
I thank you for being a negotiating partner, anu for 
negotiating not only the interim constitution, but also 
this constitution. I extend my deep-felt gratitude to you. 
{applause} To Leon Wessels: We still have to have a 
bilateral, the two of us, and at that bilateral we are 
going to speak at a very personal level. We've worked 
very well over the past two years, and a friendship has 
emerged between us. Unfortunately, we both leave this 
assembly to go to other careers, but we promise each 
other that from time to time we will visit each other, 
and have a cup of tea, and talk about this constitution. 


Mr. Deputy Chairperson, there are a number of other 
people, institutions, that I need to thank. | think, of 
course, of the numerous governments, international or- 
ganizations, and institutions who have provided gener- 
ous support to the Constitutional Assembly and our pub- 
lic participation program. I would like to note, in partic- 
ular, the governments of the United Kingdom, France, 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, and Switzerland. 
Special mention should also be made of the Danish Cen- 
ter for Human Rights, USAID, the Commonwealth Sec- 
retariat, and the European Union. 


I think also of all the sponsors in the private sector 
who decided that the future of this nation was a 
sound investment, and that it would pay substaatial 
dividends for the entire nation. | want to mention, in 
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particular, the support we received from Liberty Life, 
SAPPI (South African Pulp and Paper Industry}, Mondi, 
IBM, Appleton, Stellenbosch Farmers Winery, Telkom 
[Telecommunications Corporation], HNR Computers, 
Sony, and BMD Textiles. It is to these people that South 
Africa owes a debt of gratitude. Through their support 
and their hard work we have been able to achieve so 
much. [applause] 


1 would also like to thank all the people of our country 
who participated in this process; all those people who 
gave us submissions by post, by fax, by telephone, and 
by e-mail; who sent us petitions, who attended our 
public meetings and sectoral hearings. We say thank 
you all for the effort that you put into ensure that we 
have a constitution, People will ask, what can be said 
about this constituuion? 


Deputy Chairperson, this constitution with its Bill of 
Rights, is the mirror of South African society. It reflects 
both the history from which we have emerged, and 
the values we now cherish: human dignity, equality, 
and freedom. It proclaims to the world that we are a 
society committed to democracy, we are committed to 
the rule of law, and the protection of human rights. It 
proclaims to all South Africans that their basic needs 
and aspirations matter enough to be included in the 
country’s constitution: the landless, the homeless, the 
women, workers, and the children of this country. It 
celebrates the richness of the diversity of cultures, 
religions, and beliefs of South Africans, and affirms 
that all belong as equals in our one nation. It commits 
the state to respect, to protect, to promote, to fulfill the 
rights in the Bill of Rights, acknowledging that it is not 
enough for government to simply refrain from violating 
people's rights; it is also necessary for government to 
take positive measures to ensure the full and equal 
enjoyment of human rights by all South Africans. 


Through this constitution we hope to transform our soci- 
ety from one that is based on injustice, and strive for one 
based on justice and peace. This constitution also cre- 
ates a framework for sound and effective government in 
South Africa. It is good for investors, and it is also good 
for the rand, this constitution. Cooperation, accountabil- 
ity, responsiveness, and openness are entrenched as the 
principles of government at all levels in South Africa, 
to deepen the culture of democracy and human rights in 
South Africa. The constitution establishes a number of 
important institutions such as the Public Protector, the 
Human Rights Commission, the Commission for Gen- 
der Equality, and also the Commission for Culture, Lan- 
guage, and Religion. These bodies are charged with the 
vital task of ensuring that government remains commit- 
ted to the values of this constitution. 
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Deputy Chairperson, this constitution is the subject of a 
rather fortunate paradox: It is no one's constitution, and 
yet it is everyone's constitution, Just as no one party sees 
its Constitutional proposals reproduced in their entirety 
in this bill, so too can no one person claim exclusive 
ownership of this constitution. It belongs to everyone in 
the Constitutional Assembly, and it is a reflection of our 
collective will for a new, united, and democratic nation. 
This constitution belongs to South Africans. 


The constitution contained in the bill before us is the 
product of negotiation and compromise, yet the cen- 
tral tenets of a democratic, just, and equitable society 
remain uncompromised, for freedom is nonnegotiable. 
The achievements of this assembly are therefore remark- 
able; the provisions of this constitution are sound; the 
expectations of our nation are great. The other thing that 
this constitution does for us is to make our country the 
new mecca of constitution makers. Constituuon mak- 
ers from all over the world will come to this country 
to study how we drafted our constitution, and to study 
our constitution as well, and we welcome them all; we 
welcome you to § ith Africa, to come and study how 


democracy really functions. [applause] 


Today we will vote on this constitution; we will be 
exercising an awesome responsibility. It is my duty, as 
chairperson, to urge all of us in this assembly — even 
those who might have some reservations — to vote 
today for a democratic and free South Africa. Let us 
all give our country its true birth certificate. The people 
of our country expect no less of us. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Deputy Chairperson. [applause] 


South Africa: Deputy President Mbeki ‘Proud’ of 
Constitution Achievement 


MBO0805091496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0825 GMT 8 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Constitutional Assembly May 
8 SAPA — The adoption of the new Constitution was 
a firm assertion that South Africa belonged to all who 
lived in it, black and white, Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki said on Wednesday morning [8 May]. 


“This thing that we have done today, in this small corner 
of a great continent that has contributed so decisively to 
the evolution of humanity says that Africa reaffirms that 
she is continuing her rise from the ashes,” he said at the 
adoption ceremony in Parliament's National Assembly 
chamber. 


South Africa's final constitution gave concrete expres- 
sion to the sentiment “we share as Africans, and will 
defend to the death, that the people shall govern’. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


"As an African, this is an achievement of which | am 
proud, proud without reservauion and proud without any 
feeling of conceit. Our sense of elevation at this moment 
also derives from the fact that this magnificent product 
is the unique creation of African hands and African 
minds,” Mbeki said. 

The deputy president's opening words were: 
African,” 


"lam an 


At times, and in fear, | have wondered whether I should 
concede equal citizenship of our country to the leopard 
and the lion, the elephant and the Springbok, the hyena, 
the black mamba and the pestilenuial mosquito. A human 
presence among all these, a feature on the face of our 
native land thus defined. | know that none dare challenge 
me when I say — I am an African,” he reiterated to loud 


applause. 


He owed his being to the Khoi and the San who fell 
victim to the most "merciless genocide our n ive land 
has even seen, they who were the first to lose their lives 
in the struggle to defend our freedom.” 


On the many faces of South Africans, he said, “perhaps 
the worst among these, are those who Icarnt to kill for 
a wage’. 


"And so, like pawns in the service of demented souls, 
they kill in furtherance of the political violence in 
KwaZulu/Natal. They murder the innocent in the taxi 
wars. They kill slowly or quickly in order to make 
profits from the illegal trade in narcotics. They are 
available for hire when husband wants to murder wife 
and wife, husband.” 


But the great masses who “are our mother and father" 
would not permit that the behaviour of a few resulted 
in the description of South Africa and its people 
as barbaric. “Whatever the circumstances they have 
lived through and becuuse of that experience, they are 
determir | to define for themselves who they are and 
who they .hould be.” 


The Constitution was an unequivocal statement that “we 
refuse to accept that our Africaness shall be defined by 
our race, colour, gender or historical origins’. 


South Africa: Constitution Passes 
‘Overwhelmingly’ on Second Vote 
MBO0805094696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0926 GMT 8 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer John Matham] We 
are joined on the line now by radio news political editor 
Pippa Green. Pippa what has been the result of the vote? 


{Green} Well, it's been overwhelmingly passed. There's 
been 421 votes in favor, and they only needed 327 
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for a two-thirds majority. The most remarkable thing is 
that only two people voted against the constitution and 
those were the two members of the African Christian 
Democratic Party. The Freedom Front abstained, but 
I think that it’s completely remarkable that only two 
people voted against. They had to do the vote twice 
because the abstentions didn't count the first time for 
some technical reason to do with the computers, so the 
Freedom Front called for the vote to be taken a second 
time, and that is just what has happened, and after the 
first vote, which was also obviously a majority vote, 
a whole lot of particularly the ANC members broke 
Out into spontaneous ,ong and a chant about the ANC, 
which of course the other parties were a bit reluctant 
to join in, but even then they al! looked pretty cheerful 
and pretty relieved. 


South Africa: New Constitution Formally Adopted 


MBO0805091796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0912 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CONSTITUTIONAL AS- 
SEMBLY May 8 SAPA — South Africa’s new 
constitution was formally adopted on Wednesday [8 
May} morning. Constitutional Assembly chairman 
Cyril Ramaphosa said the document was the true birth 
Certificate of the Rainbow Nation. 


South Africa: Viljoen—FF To Abstain From Vote 
on Constitution 


MB0805092996 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0809 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Viljoen] [passage omitted) 
Now the is: Where do we stand on the 
whole of the constitution? The fact is that we have 
sO Many positive aspects in this constitution that we 
have achieved and we are so thankful for that, that it is 
impossible to vote against the constitution. japplause] 
But, before you come to the wrong deduction — 
(laughter) — I would like to say that we have also this 
very urgent and very serious issue o/ the aspect of our 
main mission and that is to protect cuilture, and we have 
considered this, and we have realized that this is such 
a serious case that we also will not be able to vote for 
this. So we have decided to abstau. 


We will respect the constitution. [pauses] We will 
respect the constitution. We will work together in our 
principle of constructive engagement. We will carry on 
with working together towards finding a way to make 
this constitution work and we are prepared to now say 
that this is the time that we now should stop talking and 
we are prepared to put shoulder to the plough and start 
working so that we can create jobs because this is what 
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the constitution of our people at this stage requires. | 
thank you. [applause] 


South Africa: Christian Democratic Party Opposes 
Constitution 


MB0805093496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0917 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly May 
8 SAPA — The African Christian Democratic Party 
[ACDP] would not be able to support the second reading 
of the Constitution Bill, party leader Kenneth Meshoe 
said on Wednesday [8 May). 


Speaking during debate, Meshoe said the ACDP found 
the subjection of Biblical law to the constitution un- 
acceptable. It violated the principles of the word of 
God and certain clauses undermined the principles of 
the ACDP, Meshoe said. Family values were also un- 
dermined by the constitution. A healthy society could 
not be built when family and moral values were being 
destroyed. The concerns of Christians who marched on 
Parliament twice had also not been taken into account, 
he said. 


The ACDP would do all in its power during the next 
few years to bring amendments to the constitution to 
promote Biblical principles. 


South Africa: 31 Afrikaner Organizations Reject 
Constitution 


MB0805095996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0937 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Pretoria May 8 SAPA — 
Thirty-one Afrikaner organisations on Wednesday [8 
May) rejected South Africa’s final constitution, saying 
it would subject them to a socialis/communist political 
system. “We see no salvation in this constitution for the 
Afrikaner people or for any other nations,” they said in 
a statement released at a media conference in Pretoria. 


The ;° wp included the Conservative Party, the 
Transvaal Agricultural Union, the all white Minework- 
ers’ Union and a number of other organisations not 
familiar to many reporters attending the media confer- 
ence. “In our hearts we will never accept or recognise 
this constitution,” they said. 

South Africa: PAC To Support Constitution 
Despite ‘Serious Flaws’ 

MB0805 100096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

0946 GMT 8 May % 

(FBIS Transcribed Text} Constitutional Assembly May 


8 SAPA — The new constitution was a considerable im- 
provement on the interim constitution and created a fair 
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constitutional order, a constitutional state and a working 
system of government, Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC] 
Leader Clarence Makwetu said on Wednesday (8 May). 


Speaking during debate on the second reading of the 
Constitution Bill, Makwetu said therefore the PAC 


supported it despite serious flaws. 


One problem was the property clause. Most property 
was still in the hands of the white minority. Many 
Africans were landless and squatters in the land of their 
birth. South Africa did not belong to all who lived in it, 
but to all its citizens. 


The PAC was happy that the lockout clause had not been 
entrenched, because workers needed more protection 
than employers who had the unfair advantage of owning 
the means of production. 


However, clauses dealing with traditional leaders and 
institutions were still too vague, he said. 


Another concern was the fact that the number of 
provinces had not been reviewed. The country could 
not afford, nor did it need, nine provinces. Although 
the Bill of Rights broke new ground in defining rights, 
certain fundamental rights had been scaled down. 


The PAC agreed that the government should be tough on 
crime, but it should be tougher on the socio-economic 
causes of crime, Makwetu said. 


The party was pleased that the idea of a forced coalition 
had been dropped and that the majority party would 
rule, but was disappointed to see that the Government 
of National Unity continue until 1999. 


South Africa: Mandela Addresses Constitutional 


MBO0805 104296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0925 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN 8 May SAPA 
— Honourable Deputy i of the Constitu- 
tional Assembly; Honourable Members; Distinguished 
Guests. 


The brief seconds when the majority of Honourable 


majority of South Africans, have given voice to the 
yearning of millions. And so it has come to pass, that 
South Africa today undergoes her rebirth, cleansed of a 
horrible past, matured from a tentative beginning, and 
reaching out to the future with confidence. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 15 


The nation teetered on a knife edge over the past 
few days, with reports of intractable deadlocks and as 
abyss in waiting. This was to be expected, given the 
difficult issues we were dealing with; and given the 
tight negotiating deadlines. But aren't South Africans 
a wonderful people, to whom the words "deadlock" and 
"miracle" have come to nestle in comfortable proximity; 
and alternately, to grip the national imagination like a 
plague. 


Be that as it may, we dare not, in the midst of the excite- 
ment of last-minute solutions, forget the magnitude of 
the achievement we celebrate today. For, beyond these 
issues, lies a fundamental sea-change in South Aftica’s 
body politic that this historic moment symbolises. 


Honourable Deputy Chairperson; 


Long before the grueling sessions of the final moments, 
it had been agreed that once and for all, South Africa 
will have a democratic constitution based on that 
universal principle cf democratic majority rule. Today, 
we formalise this consensus. As such, our nation takes 
this historic step beyond the transitory arrangements 
which obliged its representatives, by dint of law, to work 
together across the racial and political divide. 


Now it is universally acknowledged that unity and 
reconciliation are written in the hearts of millions of 
South Africans. They are an indelible principle of 
our founding pledge. They are the glowing fire of 
our New Patriotism. They shall remain the condition 
for reconstruction and deve pment, in as much as 
reconstruction and deve'opment will depend on unity 
and reconciliation. 


Our consensus speaks of Use maturing of our young 
democracy, it speaks of the trust that has grown in the 
blast furnace of practical work, as we, together, rolled 
up our sleeves to tackle the real problems. Today we 
celebrate that coming of age. 


Long before the intense moments of the last few days, 
you, the representatives of the people, had decided that 
open and accountable government will be reinforced by 
CO-Operative governance among all tiers. And thus, we 
strike out along a new road, in which the preoccupation 
of elected representatives, at all levels of government, 
will be how to co-operate in the service of the people, 
rather than competing for power which otherwise be- 
longs not to us, but to the people. 


We were therefore able, in the national interest, to locate 
governing powers at the level where they appropriately 
belong and to ensure the national parliament is not an 
exclusive preserve of an imaginary national politician, 
but the workplace in which representatives from all 
levels can pursue their mandate. 
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Through the Council of Provinces, the improvement 
of the status of Local Government, and the style of 
governance based on transparency, participation and 
consultation, we shall ensure that democracy indeed 
constituics government by the people, for the people. 


Honourable Deputy Chairperson; 


The new constitution obliges us to strive to improve the 
quality of life of the people. In this sense, our national 
consensus recognises that there is nothing else that 
Can justify the existence of government but to redress 
the centuries of unspeakable privations, by striving to 
eliminate poverty, illiteracy, homelessness and disease. 
It obliges us, too, to promote the development of 
independent civil society structures. 


While in the past, diversity was seen by the powers- 
that-be as a basis for division and domination; while 
in earlier negotiations, reference to such diversity was 
looked at with suspicion; today we affirm in no uncer- 
tain terms thal we are mature enough to derive strength, 
trust and unity from the tapestry of language, religious 
and cultura: attributes that make up our nation. 


With confidence, we are asserting that the individ- 
ual rights and national self-determination of the South 
African people shall not be inhibited, but reinforced by 
the collective rights of communities. Through the Com- 
mission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights 
of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities, we 
have found an innovative way of addressing an issu 
which, when swept under the carpet, comes back : . 
ugly forms to haunt the architects of artificial unity. 


extremely proud, that the new constitution 
equality among South Africa’s languages; and 
the first time, the languages particularly of 
Nama and San communities will receive the 
after years of being trampled 
in the most humiliating and degrading manner. 


new provisions on gender issues reflect the 
that we are making as a nation towards 
equality for our women compatriots who have 
long suffered too many privations merely 
their gender. Yet it is in actual practice that 
intentions will be tested. 


not shied away from acknowledging 
democracy with many other realities 
history. Not least among these realities 
traditional leaders, which is not only 
acknowledged, but is to be further elaborated upon, with 
their participation, in national and provincial legislation. 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Indeed, Honourable Members. 
we can go on and on, demonstrating the new and 
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higher level of national consensus that today’s ceremony 
represents. 


What all this reflects is that we are at last maturing 
to become a normal society, founded on mutual trust, 
bonded by mutual aspirations, and shaped by the reality 
of our existence rather than the fulmination of a 
warped imagination. In our racial, language, religious 
and sectoral diversity, as the weak and the mighty, we 
are one people with one destiny. 


Today, we can proudly report to the nation that the 
interim mandate has essentially been fulfilled. Among 
others, critical instituuions such as the Constitutional 
Court, the Human Rights Commission and others have 
started doing their work in the most splendid manner, 
conscious of the fact that their first port of call is the 
people rather than government on high. 


In reiterating their integrity and independence, the new 
constitution reaffirms our commitment to the rights of 
citizens and the need to build genuine equality across 
the board. 


The welcome transformation that we are affirming 
today, will mean that we have to rede‘ine the role of 
some of the representatives in this Chamber. With the 
Seti) ¥y up of the National Council of Provinces, many 
Honourable Senators will enjoy the privilege of being 
re-deployed closer to the people. 


Needless to say, this creative approach derives in 
part from the seriousness with which the Senate had 
approached its work — all the time searching for 
the correct solution to the question of their mandate 
and their relation to provincial government. For this, 
we congratulate them, and thank them profoundly for 
the enormous contribution that they have made to the 
beginnings of our social transformation. 


We say with confidence that the interim mandate 
has been fulfilled, thanks also to the critical role 
that our security forces have played in protecting our 
young democracy like the apple of their eye. The 
new constitution recognises their importance to society. 
And we can say without any shadow of doubt, that it 
creates even better conditions for them and other public 
servants, to serve with pride and with dignity, in the full 
knowledge that their rights as citizens and as employees 
of the state, are protected. 


Honourable Deputy Chairperson; 


In the final analysis, the praise that we are apt to heap 
upon ourselves appears misplaced, against the backdrop 
of the active participation of the people in the drafting 
of the new constitution. 


: =ey . shied sal Copyine —— 
whited without sssion of the ight ow! 


FBIS-AFR-96-090 
& May 1996 


The determination of this Assembly to ensure that 
the people play their rightful role, and the meticulous 
planning and execution that this entailed, broke new 
ground in ways of engaging society in the process of 
legislation. 


Reaching out through the media; opening the process 
to inputs from across society; and going out across 
the length and breadth of the country for face-to- 
face interactions with communities; the Constitutional 
Assembly reinvigorated civil society in a manner that 
no other process in receni times has done. 


Present today in the public gallery are representatives 
of almost every organised sector of civil society which 
made their inputs into the process: the legal fraternity, 
women, local communities, traditional structures, and 
leaders of sectors dealing with business, labour, land 
issues, the media, arts and culture, youth, the disabled, 
children’s rights and many more. 


Beyond those present are the millions who wrote 
letters and who took part in public forums: from the 
policeman in a charge office in the furthest corner of 
the Northern Province, to prisoners getting together to 
discuss clauses, and to residents of Peddie in the Eastern 
Cape who continued with their meeting in pouring rain 
to debate the role of traditional leaders... 


To all of them, we say, thank you for taking your 
destiny into your own hands. And we congratulate the 
Chairperson of the Assembly, ihe Deputy Chairperson, 
. the Management Committee in which all the parties 
were represented, and the staff, for their dedication and 
drive to ensure that we attain this historic moment. 


Among us are representatives of the international com- 
munity who have honoured us by sharing in this, our 
moment of joy. Yet the boundaries that might separate 
our countries cannot subtract ‘rom your own labours in 
ensuring that South Africa acnieves her freedom, and 
that we emerge with a constitution of which, we hope, 
humanity shall be proud. Directly and indirectly, your 
contributions and your force of example, provided the 
fountain from which we drank with relish. 


This constitution is our own humble contribution to 
democracy and the culture human rights world-wide; 
and it is our pledge to humanity that nothing will steer 
us from this cause. 


Honourable Members; 
Ultimately, the lodestar our movement into 


governing 
the future is the unstoppable force of democracy. You 
have accomplished what you have, to the extent that 


you fepresented the aspirations of the people and the 
abiding values of our nation. 
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In this way, you were paying tribute to the shining 
example of those, like John Mafukuzela Dube, Olive 
Schreiner, Reverend Calata, Dr Naicker, Dr Abduraman 
and others who, long years ago, called for equality and 
democracy. 


You were acknowledging tie suffering of the many 
witnesses who are appearing before the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, and many more citizens, 
dehumanised, maimed and deprived, but unbowed and 
unshaken in their confidence in our young democracy. 


You were recognising the indelible role of pioneers 
of the negotiations process such as Oliver Tambo and 
visionaries within the apartheid establishment who were 
avle to sense the momentum of history. Indeed, you 
were paying homage to Chris Hani, Johan Heyns and 
other martyrs whose love for their country and belief in 
change inspired more than their immediate supporters. 


In tribute to them, we stand today before our people 
and humanity to present this our new basic law of the 
land, whose founding principles of human dignity, non- 
racialism and non-sexism, and whose commitment to 
universal adult suffrage, regular elections and multi- 
party democracy are immutable. 


This is our national soul, our compact with one another 
as Citizens, underpinned by our highest aspirations and 
Our deepest apprehensions. 


Our pledge is: Never and never again shall the laws 
of our land rend our people apart or legalise their 
oppression and repression. Together, we shall march, 
hand-in-hand, to a brighter future. 


May I add that one principle influenced our approach 
in the negotiations that started at Kempton Park, and 
in the negotiations over this constitution. We discussed 
our strategy very carefully, and the principle that we 
established was that in adopting this constitution, there 
should be neither winners nor losers. South Africa as a 
whole must be the winner. This is a principle which we 
have observed over the last two years in the government 
of national unity, that the majority party must not 
abuse its power and reduce other political parties in 
government into rubber stamps where they have merely 
to yield to the decisions of the majority. 


We have advanced in the task of building national unity 
because we have stuck and observed conscientiously, 
these two principles. But everybody wil! understand that 
we have . commitment, we have a mandate from the 
overwhelming majority of our people in this country, 
to transform South Africa from an apartheid state to a 
nonracial state, to address questions of joblessness, of 
homelessness, to build all the facilities that are enjoyed 
.. (pauses) — that have been enjoyed for centuries 
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by a tiny minority. We have that commitment and we 
are determined to ensure that all the people of South 
Africa live a dignified life where there is no poverty, 
no illiteracy, no ignorance, no disease. That is our 
commitment. We are determined to honor that pledge 
and anybody who tries to block us from attaining that 
objective, from carrying out our mandate, is like a voice 
crying in a wilderness because we are going to use that 
mandate in order to better the lives of ail the people of 
South Africa. 


Having said that, we are addressing these basic needs 
in South Africa. I want to repeat what I have said 
before. We are dealing with a situation where if you 
talk to whites they think that only whites exist in this 
country and look at problems from the point of view of 
whites, and they forget about blacks, that is, coloreds, 
Africans, and Indians. That is one problem, one side of 
the problem. But we have another problem. If you talk 
to Africans, coloreds, and Indians, they make exactly the 
same mistake. They think that the whites in this country 
do not exist, that we brought about this transformation 
by defeating the white minority and that we are dealing 
with a community that is now lying prostrate on the 
ground, begging for mercy and to whom we can dictate. 
Both tendencies are wrong and ... [applause]. 


We want men and women as committed they should be 
to our mandate, but men and women who can rise above 
their ethnic groups and to think in terms of South Africa 
as our home. [applause] We have now adopted this 
constitution and its significance has been dealt with by 
almost all the speakers here, but there are still concerns 
on the part of the minorities in this country and the fact 
that we have adopted this constitution does not mean 
that we are not going to address those concerns. We 
will continue searching for solutions because we want 


everybody to feel that he is part and parcel of our efforts 
to resolve the problems of South Africa. 


That is the position and the adoption of this constitution 
is the beginning of our efforts to resolve the problems 
of this country and everyday when I go to bed | go 
there feeling strong and hopeful because | can see the 
rainbow nation rising. | can see men and women who 
are now beginning to break loose from the shackles 
of political indoctrination and who are thinking clearly 
about the problems of our country, and those political 
parties which still think in terms of the past are lagging 
far behind the thinking of their own constituency and 
that is a real danger and | would like everybody to think 
in terms of the country as a whole, black and white. That 
is the demand of the moment and I say every day | go 
to bed feeling strong and feeling hopeful because I can 
see new leaders of thoughts emerging who are the hope 
of the future. [applause] 
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Next week I am addressing a very important con- 
stituency, precisely on the fears which have been gen- 
erated by the adoption of this constitution and I am 
Saying to you, those whose expectations have been dis- 
appointed, do not have to give up. We will continue 
searching for the solution because the building of a na- 
tion is the commitment of every patriotic South African. 
It is the commitment of blacks and whites. It is the com- 
mitment of the Africans who have emerged in the course 
of this debate. Thank you. (laughter; applause) 


South Africa: Mandela Dedicates New Constitution 
to Nation’s People 


MB0805111096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1045 GMT 8 May 96 


[Speech by South African President Nelson Mandela in 
Cape Town at the unveiling of a mural celebrating the 
new constitution — live] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Friends and Fellow South 
Africans; 

In the history of our country there have been many 
decisive ‘urning points. It is our privilege as South 
Africans to be living at a time when our nation is 
emerging from the darkest night into the bright dawn 
of freedom and democracy. 


We are gathered here to celebrate the progress we have 
made in securing that freedom for ourselves and for 
those who come after us. 


The moving testimony of witnesses before the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission has reminded us of the 
injustices of the past and of the great debt we owe 
to those who suffered for freedom and justice. It has 
moved us all to renew our resolve that never again shall 
racial discrimination be allowed to blight the lives of our 


people. [applause] 


We make this pledge with confidence, knowing that we 
stand on the solid foundation that South Africans have 
built in the two years since we voted in our millions for 
democracy, peace and a better life. 


The interim constitution was born of a consensus that 
gave us a form of democracy which was qualified by 
the uncertainties and anxieties of a society yet to know 
democracy and equality. 


Two years later that consensus has reached a higher 
level. We have found agreement that democracy should 
indeed mean government of the majority of the citizens, 
as it means for the entire world; that opposition to 
government should be enshrined in the constitution; 
that local government should free itself of the divisions 
which apartheid forced on the areas in which we live. 
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The stability and tolerance which our interim democracy 
has given us has helped us find ways of turning 
our diversity into a source of strength and giving it 
constitutional protection and sustenance. 

The right of each and every person to the basic 
necessities of life — shelter; food; water; health care 
and education — has, by consensus, become one of our 
fundamental guarantees. 


It was your elected representatives who were charged 
with drawing up the constitution for our nation, but as 
democrats they have been guided by the people of this 
country. 


The response to the Coustitutional Assembly’s public 
participation programme was beyond our wildest expec- 
tations. As they have done so oftcu before, the people of 
South Africa have confounded the experts. The people 
seized the opportunity to have a say in the fundamental 
law that will guide our land towards a better life. 


From the educated and the illite’. te; from our cities and 
our deepest rural areas; from the business and labour; 
from adults and from children — too young to vote 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 19 


but not too young to feel their responsibility for their 
future: indeed, across every contour of our society, our 
representatives were made to feel the pulse of the new 
South African nation. 


And so, guided by this unstoppable force for progress, 
our representatives mapped out the new democratic 
consensus in the draft law. Such is the power of the 
New Patriotism that even the difficult issues found their 
solutions, because all were determined to seek what was 
common to them, rather than stand on the smaller things 
that divided them. 


We are able, therefore, to celebrate with unrestrained 
joy, the adoption today of our new constitution. 


It is my very special pleasure and privilege to unveil 
the mural which commemorates the process which has 
brought us to this point. It symbolizes our pledge, 
to work together, united as a rainbow nation in our 
diversity, to build a better life for all our people. 


I now dedicate this constitution to the people of South 
Africa. 
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Mozambique 
Mozambique: 4th Agriculture Official Detained in 
Aid Scandal 


MB0805075396 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 8 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The number of people detained 
for diverting Emergency Seeds and Agricultural Tools 
Program [PESU] funds has now risen to four. This was 
revealed by NOTICIAS newspaper, citing Maputo City 
prosecutor Diamantino dos Santos. Apart from the three 
senior officials detained in Gaza and Nampula, it is 
now the turn of Tiago da Conceicao Tomas, head of 
the Agriculture Department in Sofala Province. Several 
people and companies have been accused of diverting 
and embezzling PESU funds. 


Mozambique: Chissano Signs Agreement on South 
African Farmers 

MBO0605131396 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 May 96 


(FBIS Trans'ated Excerpt) In addition to the Maputo 
Corridor Investor Conference, Maputo today also saw 
the signing of the accord giving the go-ahead for South 
African farmers to come to Mozambique. The ceremony 
was also attended by President Joaquim Chissano and 
his South African counterpart. 


As far as is known, the South African project is worth 
more than $800 million. This money will be used 
only to finance the start of the program, including the 
construction of infrastructure such as homes, schools, 
and hospitals, as well as providing seeds, livestock, and 
aher equipment needed to i .gin operating. 

Speaking at the signing on ceremony in the Ma- 
puto mayor's office this morning, President Joaquim 
Chissano said joint initiatives had paved the way for 
joint cooperation which, he said, is intended to bring 
development to people in both countries. The Mozam- 
bican head of state noted that the undertakings of 1994 
— when the Joint Mozambique-South Africa Cooper- 
ation Commission was created — are not forgotten as 
evidenced by this agreement. 

President Chissano note:' that the South African farmers 
would face some difficulties along the way, including 
natural disasters. He added, however, that is no reason 
to give up and everybody is optimistic about results. 
He said the Mozambican Government is willing to help 
guarantee the project's success. 

In turn, South African President Nelson Mandela said 
the Joint Mozambique-South Africa Cooperation Com- 
mission has been working in various areas, including 
defense, security, education. and agriculture, but coop- 
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eration is likely to increase even further with today’s 
agreements. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Domingos-—Renamo Opposes South 
African Farmers 

MBO0605132796 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Raul Domingos, head of the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] bench in 
the Assembly of the Republic, has reiterated that his 
party opposes the coming of South African farmers to 
this country. 


{Begin recording] [Domingos] Well, this is an oppor- 
tunity to reiterate what Renamo has said concerning 
this agreement. We continue to be very concerned about 
selling land to South African farmers. We believe the 
Mozambican people need their land just as much as the 
South Africans and we are greatly concerned about the 
land conflicts which could arise in 10 or 20 years’ from 
now. The South Africans will receive fertile land and 
will not want to leave it. What is more, their children 
might eventually say they have a right to those lands. 
This is our greatest concern and we think this agreement 
did not [word indistinct). 


(Unidentified correspondent) From your point of view, 
then, this accord should not have been signed? 


(Domingos) Precisely. This is not just my point of view. 
It is the point of view of Renamo and, | believe, of 
the majority of Mozambicans — especially our farming 
community. [end recording] 


Mozambique: Renamo Condemns Accord on 
Settlement of South African Farmers 


MBO0705193696 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 7 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Marcelino Francisco Xavier, 
secretary general of the Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo], told a news conference in Maputo 
on 7 May that President Joaquim Chissano turned his 
back on the people when he signed with Nelson Man- 
dela the accord on the settlement of South African 
farmers in Mozambique. During the ne ws conference, 
Xavier discussed the establishment of the Mozambique- 
South Africa Agricultural Development Company, S 
D Mosagrius, the joint commission on the destruction 
of arms caches, and [Deputy Chief of Staif] General 
Ngonhamo's recent statements. Xavier said the govern- 
ment wanted to earn political dividends when it signed 
the accord on the settlement of South African farmers 
in Mozambique. 


is report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
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{Begin Xavier recording] As we see it, the president of 
the Republic has made an about face. He has practically 
turned his back on the people. The views of the people's 
representatives in Parliament — and I speak on behalf 
of Renamo MP’s — were not taken into account. They 
did not endorse the plan. [end recording) 


Xavier said the government is not interested in setting 
up a joint government-Renamo commission to disman- 
tle arms caches. He said this at his recent meeting with 
Francisco Madeira, minister in the presidency for par- 
liamentary affairs, suggesting that such a commission 
should operate nationwide. Xavier said the government 
turned down this and other proposals, which proves that 
the government is not interested in setting up the com- 
mission. 

Xavier was very worried about Gen. Ngonhamo saying 
he owes allegiance to the commander in chief of the 
Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, FADM. Reacting 
to Afonso Dhlakama’s statements that he would remove 
Gen. Ngonhamo from the FADM, the deputy chief of 
staff said he did not owe allegiance to political leaders. 
The Renamo secretary genera! said Dhlakama’s remarks 
were designed to uphold national unity. 


Mozambique: Opposition Parties in Nampula Lack 
Funds To Operate 


MBO0705155996 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
26 Apr 9 p4 


{FBIS Translated Text] Most, if not all opposition 
parties in Nampula Province are facing a financial crisis, 
even those represented in Parliament receive state funds. 
This situation has led to the closure of many party 
provincial headquarters, with its members arguing that 
they can do nothing without funds. 


With the exception of Monamo-PMSD [Mozambican 
Nationalist Movement-Mozambican Social Democratic 
Party], Unamo [Mozambican National Union], and 
PPPM [Mozambique People’s Progress Party], there is 
no more talk of the remaining parties with delegations 
in Nampula, not even Renamo (Mozambique National 
Resistance} which is the second biggest political party 
in the country. Pademo [Mozambique Democratic Party] 
in turn runs its political activities like its leader Wehia 
Ripua who resorts to the media whenever he has some 
complaints. 


Nampula was the province with representatives of all 
political parties contesting the 1994 elections and is now 
almost represented by a single party, Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front], which is now “attacking” in 
almost all parts of the province as if preparing for next 
year’s local government elections. 
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Meanwhile, here and there we hear Carlos Reis’ Unamo 
and Padimbe Kamati’s PPPM announcing development 
projects for their self-reliance. The remaining political 
parties are awaiting the electoral campaign to get funds 
from the state. 


Thus, Unamo in Nampula is at present trying to expand 
its grassroots in the districts, administrative regions, and 
locations where they lacked representation. Unamo's 
Political Commissary in Nampula Caetano Simione says 
his party is now mobilizing the population to join the 
party. 


Simione said, “besides this, we are working on a project 
for the opening of a 450-hectare farm, but the govern- 
ment only granted us 200-hectare land on an informal 
basis. We have not yet begun (is agricultural project 
because we are awaiting funds irom our sponsor, whose 
name | cannot disclose, who is imposing conditions to 
fund the project. 


PPPM Regional Delegate Leopoldo Soares says his 
party's funds come from a primary school and a 
computer center which is not running because its 
computers were stolen. The computer center will resume 
operations very soon now that the computers have been 
recovered. 


To conclude, Soares said, "We have other projects 
which will contribute to our self-reliance. In 1997 we 
intend to build another two high schools, one of which 
is in Zambezia Province where we plan to begin a wood 
exploitation project.” 


Besides these two parties which are apparently involved 
in activities to deal with financial problems, the remain- 
ing Opposition parties are apparently doing nothing. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Kenneth Kuanda Threatens ‘Disobedience 
Campaign,’ Violence 

MBO0705 165696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

1519 GMT 7 May 96 


{Report by Lawrence Bartlett] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] LUSAKA May 7 SAPA-AFP 
— Former Zambian president Kenneth Kaunda warned 
Tuesday [7 May] that he would lead a civil disobedience 
campaign that could erupt into violence and make the 
country ungovernable if he is barred from running for 
the presidency later this year. 


He told AFP in an interview that if President Frederick 
Chiluba’s government passed a controversial new con- 
stitution which kept him out of the elections “it will be 
impossible for him to rule the country.” 


poe report may contain copyrighted material. Copying anc dissemination 
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Kaunda said the situation in Zambia was “very, very 
explosive indeed and if he (Chiluba) does anything 
stupid, violence might well break. "I hope not, | work 
against that. But we can’t control people when they 
are so hungry. Hungry stomachs do very angry things. 
Desperate men have been known to do equally desperate 
things.” 


Kaunda’s warning came a day after an attempt to 
hold a meeting over the constitutional crisis between 
the government and opposition parties collapsed when 
Chiluba walked out over a procedural wrangle. 


Against the wishes of some 30 opposition parties at the 
meeting, Parliament Tuesday began debating the new 
constitution, which would bar anyone born of foreign 
parentage from standing for president. 

Kaunda, who ruled the impoverished southern African 


nation for 27 years before being defeated by Chiluba 
in 1991 elections, was born in Zambia to parents who 
immigrated from neighbouring Malawi. 

Speaking in an interview on the verandah of his Lusaka 
home, the former president said he would be prepared to 
break the law and would encourage civil disobedience 
among his followers if the constitution is passed by 
Parliament. 


He said his supporters would “hold demonstrations 
without permits, which means they will be arrested and 
sent to prison. They will come out and will start doing 
the same thing until the prisons are too full to contain 
us.” 


Kaunda’s United National Independence Party (UNIP) 
and the other opposition parties at Monday's meeting is- 
sued a communique Tuesday calling on the government 
to withdraw the constitution amendment bill from Par- 
liament to allow for multiparty talks on the issue. They 
also want the Public Order Act, under which Kaunda 
has twice been arrested for holding unauthorised rallies, 
to be repealed. 

The parties called for a re-registration of voters amid 


allegations the voters’ roll has been rigged ahead of 
elections which are due to be held before November. 


The Roman Catholic Church in Zambia has added its 
voice to the opposition to the new constitution. The 
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church issued a pastoral letter calling for the withdrawal 
of the constitutional bill from Parliament until after the 
elections, saying “we strongly believe that it will be in 
the interest of peace we all desire and the justice we all 
sock." 


Amid the growing tensions in the country, Chiluba 
called on the nation Monday to remain calm and said 
his government remained fully in control of the country. 


Zambia: Opposition Urges Constitution 
Amendment Bill Be Withdrawn 
MB0705080996 Lusaka THE POST in English 
7 May 96 


(Report by Sipo Kapumba; received via Internet) 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The inter-party consultative 
meeting yesterday called for the withdrawal of the 
controversial Constitution of Zambia (Amendment) Bill 
which is due for debate in parliament this morning. 


This is among the resolutions which are contained 
in a communique agreed to by all the party leaders 
present last evening and read by National Party general 
secretary Akashambatwa Mbikusita-Lewanika before 
the meeting adjourned. 


Opposition parties decided to proceed with the talks 
without President Chiluba and his MMD [Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy] after the party staged a 
protest walk out over differences on the chairmanship 
of the meeting. The resolutions are due to be read in 
full at a press conference at Mulungushi International 
Conference Centre at 9:30 hours today. 


Other resolutions include a call for the complete nulli- 
fication of the controversial voter registration exercise 
which has been riddled with difficulties and a condem- 
nation of the walkout by the MMD led by President 
Chiluba. 


The Law Association of Zambia (LAZ) which was 
chosen as chairman has meanwhile been called upon to 
persuade the MMD to return to the talks and convene 
another meeting for Monday [13 May]. 


FBIS-AFR-96-090 
8 May 1996 


Ghana 


Ghana: ECOWAS Ministers’ Emergency Meeting 
on Liberia Opens im Accra 


ABO705155296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 7 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The emergency meeting of for- 
eign ministers of the ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] Committee of Nine on Liberia 
opened in Accra this morning. The foreign ministers are 
preparing the agenda and will be making recommen- 
dations for the heads of state's summit scheduled for 
tomorrow. We bring you this report by Sarah Akrofi- 
Quarcoo and Snnilaf Mamata: 


(Begin recording) (Akrofi-Quarcoo) Political issues ex- 
pected to engage the attention of the foreign minis- 
ters as outlined by Ghana's Foreign Minister Dr. Obed 
Asamoah are: 


{Asamoah] The possibility that the ECOWAS would 
not recognize any Liberian Government which would 
come about through the use of force or violence in 
violation of the Abuja agreement. 2. The issue of 
vis-a-vis the Abuja concept of 
the executive. 3. ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group] and the Council of State political 
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In his presentation, a representative of the UN to 
Liberia, Mr. Anthony Nyaki, called on the warring fac- 
tions to demonstrate their sincerity to save their country 
from total destruction. He said it is wrong on their part 
to assume that the international community will forever 
remain in Liberia. He urged all the factions to restore 
cease-fire, withdraw their fighters from Monrovia, return 
all seized UNOMIL [UN Observer Mission in Liberia) 
equipment, and respect the safety of the security person- 
nel in Liberia. These are some of the conditions which, 
if respected, will enable the UN to extend the mandate 
of UNOMIL forces in Liberia which expires at the end 
of the month. [end recording) 


Ghana: ECOWAS Session Ends, To Reconvene 8 
May 

AB0805081196 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Rctio Network in English 

0600 GMT 8 May 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The ministerial meeting of 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community o/ West African 
States} Committee of Nine on Liberia ended early this 
morning after an all-night session. Ghana's minister 
of foreign affairs, Dr. Obed Asamoah, announced that 
the meeting will reconvene today. This is to allow for 
the fine-tuning of the agenda being drawn up by the 
ministers for the conference of the heads of state which 
opens later in the day. 


Among issues discussed by the ministers are a revision 
of the role of ECOMOG (ECOWAS Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], the proper designation of vice chairmen 
of the Liberian Council of State, and cessation of hos- 
tilities between forces of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia and ULIMO-K [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia-Koromah] on one hand, and 
those loyal to Major General Roosevelt Johnson on the 
other. 


Dr. Asamoah said in his report that West Africa should 
not recognize any Liberian Government which comes 
into power through force. He called for an end to 
alleged unilateral arrests and detention by Mr. Taylor's 
forces, safe corridors for Gen. Johnson's forces from 
the besieged Barclay Training Center Barracks, and 
an end to inflammatory broadcasts on Mr. Taylor's 
radio station. Dr. Asamoah said the mandate of the 
peacekeeping forces should be redefined and a new 
national Army trained. 


ECOMOGO’s field commander, Major General John 
Inienger, called on West African leaders to consider the 
complete withdrawal of the peacekeeping force if they 
cannot strengthen it to contain the new dimension of 
the Liberian crisis. He said apart from the impotency 


of ECOMOG due to inadequate manpower and poor 
logistics, the warring faction leaders serving on the 
Council of State are continuing to interfere and obstruct 


its activities. 
Maj. Gen. ee Ge <2 eae Se Stusies 
and said the current state of the peace 
process in that country following the recent outbreak 
of fighting within Monrovia has punctured the Abuja 
to ECOMOG's field commander, 
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the United Nations, and the international community to 
withdraw their fighters from the safe haven of Monrovia. 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Monrovia, 7 May (AFP) — 
Factional clashes continued in parts of Monrovia on 
Tuesday [7 May], in defiance of a ceasefire called 24 
hours earlier. 


Witnesses reported a shoot-out on one of the city’s 
two bridges between forces loyal to warlords Charles 
Taylor and Alhaji Koromah and Krahn fighters loyal to 
“General” Roosevelt Johnson. 


The clashes started when shots were fired as rival 
fighters shook hands on the bridge, the witnesses said, 
adding that the men were using automatic rifles, rocket 
propelled grenades and even anti-aircraft guns. By early 
afternoon, the situation was calmer, they said. 


Johnson is in Accra for a regional summit which began 
on Tuesday to try to end the devastating factional 
fighting which resumed a month ago. However, since 
neither Taylor, who unilaterally called the ceasefire 
for midday (1200 GMT) Monday, nor Koromah are 
in Accra for the summit, there seems little hope of a 
political solution to the Monrovia crisis emerging from 
the talks. 


Liberia: Fighting ‘Intensifies’ in Monrovia; Onc 
Fighter Executed 
ABO805 143896 Paris AFP in French 
1353 GMT 8 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} Monrovia, 8 May (AFP) — 
Fighting between rival factions intensified this afternoon 
is Monrovia, where at least one fighter was executed, 
in spite of the cease-fire decreed on 6 May. AFP 
Photographer Christophe Simon saw the execution of 
a Krahn by men of Charies Taylor's National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia in the diplomatic area of Mamba Point. 
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Fighting also took place near the U.S. Embassy, where 
the marines are apparently on the alert. 


Liberia: Alhaji Koromah Interviewed on Meeting 
With Nigeria’s Abacha 

AB0705 190696 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 7 May 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Yet another ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] meeting has 
opened on Liberia today in Accra, but some of the worst 
ever factional clashes in Liberia have occurred over the 
past month, leaving the Abuja Peace Accord in tatters 
and yesterday's promised cease-fire in Monrovia has al- 
ready disintegrated. Nine West Airican countries have 
been mediating the peace process and this week's meet- 
ing in Accra is being attended by other interested parties 
from the UN and the OAU. The Liberian faction leader, 
Roosevelt Johnson, is also there, but the leaders his fac- 
tion has been fighting against — Charles Taylor and Al- 
haji Koromah — have stayed away, and progress seems 
highly unlikely when the heads of state meet in Accra 
tomorrow. Our correspondent, Adjoa Yebouh-Afari, re- 
ports: 

[Begin Yeboah-Afari recording] The huge white banner 
in front of the Accra International Conference Center, 
where the meetings are taking place, [is] optimistically 
to claim that their aim is to re-energize the Liberian 
peace process. However, at this morning's opening ses- 
sion, the gloomy situation report presented by Ghana's 
Foreign Minister Dr. Obed Asamoah pointed to very 
protracted and stormy deliberations ahead. The first 
topic on the proposed long agenda for tomorrow's sum- 
mit underscores the frustrating lack of compliance on 
basic provisions of the countless agreements and peace 
accords over the years. It proposes that any Liberian 
Government which comes into being through the use 
of force should not be recognized by ECOWAS. Other 
subjects include the controversial issues of the collec- 
tive presidency established by the Liberian leaders in 
contravention of the Abuja Agreement, which is itself 
to be reviewed. 


The position of the leader of ULIMO-) [United Lib- 
eration Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson), 
Major General Johnson, in relation to the transitional 
government is also to be discussed. It is also proposed 
that the meeting consider the necessity of holding elec- 
tions without achieving total disarmament. Other impor- 
tant agenda issues are cease-fire, the restoration of safe 
haven status to Monrovia, as well as the expansion and 
redefinition of the mandate of the peacekeeping force. 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group). 
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Koromah of ULIMO-K [United Liber- 
for Democracy in Liberia-Koromah) 

they have reportedly said. Most of 
the agenda involve the Taylor 
ons, the foreign ministers will 
for the peacekeeping force to be 
can bite and not remain a toothless 
. [end recording) 
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of Liberia’s six-man Council of State, there 
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[Koromah] We're in Abuja as part 
tations with ECOWAS heads of state. 
ons last night and this afternoon with 
Abacha. We discussed bilateral issues and 
in Liberia, and we are very happy that 
"s reconfirmed his government's commitment to the 
government and the peace process in Liberia 
he’s very optimistic, and he remains committed to 


participating in ECOMOG as a participating country. 


(Porteous) Did he express any dismay with the recent 
fighting in Liberia? 


] Of course, he’s expressed concern about 
the situation there and wishes that it be brought under 
control, and we have given him our assurance that we 
are speaking on behalf of the government that we'll do 
everything possible to uphold the cease-fire and to bring 
the situation under control in a very peaceful manner 
and.... 


reat 
Hl 


we came Out as an interim government in the agreement 
approved by ECOWAS and the United Nations, and 
we've been operating as such in Monrovia, Liberia, and 
so I spoke and I was invited here as a member of the 
Council of State. So, we spoke at the governmental 


level 
{Porteous} So, reading between the lines of what you 
ae saying, you're suggesting that your alliance with 
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Charles Taylor, who after all is your former enemy, is 
still holding. 


(Koromah)} It is not an alliance. The decisions that 
were taken in Monrovia were government decisions and 
Taylor is part of the Council of State along with five 
others, including Alhaji Koromah. So, it is the Council 
of State that took the decision — the Government of 
Liberia — and therefore we are committed to that. If 
Taylor did something wrong, we would not side with 
him. If the government took a decision that Taylor did 
not cooperate with, | mean, he would be identified as 
such, but this was a government decision, it is not 
a specific alliance between any two persons, and we 
are being recognized as such, and our bid to [words 
indistinct] some security into Monrovia, which went out 
of hand. 


{Porteous} But on the ground in Monrovia, the alliance 
between your fighters and those of Charles Taylor is 
still a strong one, would you say? 


{Koromah] The government forces....[pauses}] The gov- 
ernment mandated forces of ULIMO and NPFL to come 
in to help with the insecurity that was quickly develop- 
ing as a result of the dissidents, and we would like to 
make it very clear here now that these people do not 
exclusively belong to Roosevelt Johnson. As a matter 
of fact, he’s become a minute aspect of the configura- 
tion of fighters in the barracks, and so we are making 
all efforts to contact those people in the barracks who 
have control over the fighters. So, the forces you saw 
there — ULIMO and NPFL — were mandated by the 
government to come in because of the lack of security. 
{end recording] 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: France Accused of Supporting Cameroon 
Forces ca Peninsula 


ABO0705214296 Paris AFP in English 
1615 GMT 7 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, May 7 (AFP) — 
Nigeria has accused France of supporting Cameroon 
forces in clashes over the disputed Bakassi peninsula, 
Nigerian press reports said Tuesday [7 May], with 
comments attributed to Nigerian Foreign Minister Tom 
Ikimi. 


Cameroon forces have been pounding Nigerian posi- 
tions on the peninsula for the past 17 days, the Nige- 
rian Defense Ministry said Monday, a claim rejected by 
Cameroon which says Nigeria is the aggressor. 
Nigerian Foreign Ministry director General Jibril Chi- 
nade refused to comment on the press reports. 
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have asked the International Court of Justice in 
The Hague to mediate in the dispute. 


g 


day (8 May) with “false publication.” Kudiratu Abiola, 
44, was detained Tuesday and spent the night in police 
Custody in Lagos. 

The official spokeswoman for her husband, a detained 
newspaper tycoon widely believed to have won a 1993 


FBIS-AFR-96-090 
8 May 1996 


presidential election annulled by the military junta, she 
was Charged along with (wo printers. 


Tosecutors said that on March 14, the three published 
"false statements which are likely to cause fears and 
disturb public peace.” They did not say specify how or 
where these statements were made. The three pleaded 
Nut guilty, They were released on bail and the case was 
adjourned until May 28. 


After leaving the courtroom Mrs. Abiola told reporters 
“there is nothing in the charges. I do not know the secret 
behind it.” 


News reports said that after her arrest Tuesday Mrs. 
Abiola was taken to the offices of the Federal Investi- 
gation and Intelligence Bureau. These reports said the 
motive for her arrest could be recent public statements 
she has made which might have offended the authori- 
ties. 


Last month at a public function in Lagos, she alleged 
that the government had taken steps likely to destroy her 
family financially. For example, she said government 
had refused to pay millions of naira owed to her 
construction company for work it did in building 
government housing. A million naira is about 12,000 
dollars. [passage omitted] 
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